
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 10 June 2009] 

 p4831b-4832a 
Mr Roger Cook; Dr Kim Hames 

 [1] 

ABORIGINAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIVISION � DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

508. Mr R.H. COOK to the Minister for Indigenous Affairs: 
I refer to statements made in the Parliament by the Premier that the Aboriginal economic development division 
of the Department of Commerce is to be transferred to the Department of Indigenous Affairs, and to statements 
by both the Treasurer on 27 May and the Premier on 28 May that the Minister for Indigenous Affairs had been 
informed and had agreed with the abolition of the Aboriginal economic development division of the Department 
of Commerce.  

(1) What functions is the minister now taking on as Minister for Indigenous Affairs? 

(2) What resources is the minister putting into this function? 

(3) If the minister is not assuming responsibility for Aboriginal economic development in Western 
Australia, as the Premier has said, then who is? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 
(1)-(3) The member asked me a question about this last time, and in fact also in the estimates committee, and I 

made the point that although I am the minister for Aboriginal affairs, every time an issue arises that 
relates to an Aboriginal person, that does not make it my responsibility. I pointed out to the member last 
time that the Aboriginal economic development role was not mine. That role has been transferred to the 
Treasurer. 

Mr R.H. Cook: They have said that it is, now. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Who said that? 

Mr R.H. Cook: The Deputy Premier and the Director General of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet 
have said that. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: The member has said that the Premier said something different. I do not know what the 
Premier said at that time. 

Mr R.H. Cook: You could read Hansard! 
Dr K.D. HAMES: Well, I could if I wanted to, but why would I? 

Mr R.H. Cook: Because he has directly contradicted you! 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Then ask the Premier about what he said.  

Mr R.H. Cook: I am asking you! 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I do not know what he said. 

Mr M.P. Whitely: You do not know anything when it comes to Aboriginal economic development, do you? 

The SPEAKER: Order, member! 

Dr K.D. HAMES: All I said was that this particular area is not my responsibility. It is the responsibility of the 
Treasurer.  
 


